DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF NAVAL RECORDS
2 NAVY ANNEX
WASHINGTON DC 20370-5100

JRE
Docket No: 1071-97
15 October 1999

Dear NN

This is in reference to your application for correction of your naval record pursuant to the
provisions of title 10 of the United States Code, section 1552.

A three-member panel of the Board for Correction of Naval Records, sitting in executive
session, considered your application on 30 September 1999. Your allegations of error and
injustice were reviewed in accordance with administrative regulations and procedures
applicable to the proceedings of this Board. Documentary material considered by the Board
consisted of your application, together with all material submitted in support thereof, your
naval record and applicable statutes, regulations and policies. In addition, the Board
considered the advisory opinion furnished by designees of the Specialty Advisor for
Psychiatry dated 22 June 1998, and from the Specialty Advisor for Psychiatry dated 22 July
1999, and your rebuttal to the latter opinion. A copy of each opinion is attached.

After careful and conscientious consideration of the entire record, the Board found that the
evidence submitted was insufficient to establish the existence of probable material error or
injustice. In this connection, the Board substantially concurred with the comments contained
in the 19 August 1999 advisory opinion. It was not persuaded that you were unfit by reason
of physical disability at the time of your discharge from the Navy.Accordingly, your
application has been denied. The names and votes of the members of the panel will be
furnished upon request.

It is regretted that the circumstances of your case are such that favorable action cannot be
taken. You are entitled to have the Board reconsider its decision upon submission of new
and material evidence or other matter not previously considered by the Board. In this
regard, it is important to keep in mind that a presumption of regularity attaches to all official



records. Consequently, when applying for a correction of an official naval record, the
burden is on the applicant to demonstrate the existence of probable material error or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
Executive Director

Enclosure



Navy Psychiatry
22 July 1999

From: CAPT William P. Nash, MC, USN; Specialty Leader for Navy Psychiatry
To:  Chairman, Board for Correction of Naval Records

Subj:  APPLICATION FOR CORRECTION OF NAVAL RECORDS IN THE CASE OF FORMER

Ref: (a) Chmn, BCNR, ltr 06 July 1999
Encl: (1) BCNR File, Including Service and VA Record

L. Having reviewed enclosure (1), including the psychiatric report submitted by LT Burke and CDR
Berg in June 1998, I offer the following responses to the questions posed in your letter, reference (a), to
assist the Board in its review of subject application.

a. w mppear to have inferred that formerm suffering

from Posttraumatic Stress Disorder at the time of his discharge from the Navy in 1968 largely based on
the possibility that some of his mood and behavioral complaints at that time were due to unreported
posttraumatic intrusive reexperiencing, hyperarousal, or avoidance. You are correct, however, that the
records do not support more than an inference on this point. All specific symptoms of PTSD were first
reported by the member many years later, after entering the VA system.

b. I agree that had the member reported PTSD symptoms before his discharge from the Navy,
these would have been documented in his Navy medical record. It is possible, though, that the member
failed to report these symptoms simply because no one specifically asked about them and he wasn’t then
aware that they were secondary to combat exposure and were potentially treatable (and compensable).
Once again, this is just conjecture, not a fact based on available evidence. Against this possibility,
though, are two facts: (1) the member specifically denied symptoms of nightmares, trouble sleeping,
depression, excessive worrying, or other nervous symptoms on his diving physical in March, 1968; and
(2) he first requested evaluation at the VA in 1974 for musculoskeletal pain, not symptoms of PTSD.

c. It is my opinion that the member did exhibit evidence of a personality disorder before,

during, and after his time in the Navy. I do not agree w1thmmm his discharge

from the Navy for a personality disorder was an error.

d. Since available evidence does not convincingly support the conjecture that the member was
suffermg from severe and disabling PTSD at the time of his discharge from the Navy, I also disagree with
band W that he should have been discharged by reason of a physical disability.

2. Based on the above facts and opinions, I recommend that subject service members application for
correction of his Naval records be denied.

Wt~

CAPT William P. Nash, MC, USN, Navy Psychiatry Specialty Leader; Naval Medical Center, San Diego, CA 92134-5000
(619)532-8563; DSN 522-8563; FAX (619)532-8353; e-mail: wpnash@snd10.med.navy.mil
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